
Our purpose

This newsletter

The purpose of the CMCH
Foundation is to promote
philanthropic support of
Central Michigan Community
Hospital. Through this
purpose, we strive to
enhance the quality,
convenience, and excellence
of healthcare and wellness in
our community by funding
otherwise unaffordable
projects, programs, and
technology.

Foundation Connection is a
bi-annual newsletter
produced as a courtesy to
friends and donors of Central
Michigan Community
Hospital.  To share
comments, ideas or
concerns, please contact
Cindy Hales, 
Vice President of Resource
Development at 
(989) 772-6826 or
chales@cmch.org.
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Looking back through the
history of Central Michigan
Community Hospital, it is
easy to see what a
difference a dedicated
community makes in the
lives of its members.

Between 1937 and 1943,
the staff at what was then
known as the Mt. Pleasant
Community hospital, began
efforts to construct a new
hospital building.  They
called upon local
Methodist minister, Rev.
Charles MacKenzie, to help
them.  Rev. MacKenzie
went to New York to
contact the Harkness
Commonwealth Fund, an
organization which helped
finance the building of
hospitals in areas 
of need.  Rev. MacKenzie
secured a grant of $225,000 from the Fund, which would be awarded 
when residents of Isabella County raised $55,000 on their own.
Fundraising efforts began in May 1940, and before July 1 the community
had surpassed the goal, contributing a total of $65,000.  That’s the
equivalent of nearly $843,000 today.

Though delayed by war-time restrictions and priorities, the new 50-bed
Central Michigan Community Hospital finally opened in April 1943. 

Since the official opening, many successful efforts have been undertaken, not only to sustain CMCH, but to
help it grow to better serve the community that brought it to life.  In 1978, a $9 million expansion project,
supported by more than 700 businesses and individuals, provided 75,000 square feet of additional space, plus
50,000 square feet of remodeled space to the hospital.  From 2003 to 2007, the community contributed $7.1
million to the New Life~New Hope campaign to bring cancer care and a state-of-the-art birthing center to Mt.
Pleasant.  Most recently, more than $2 million in gifts from local donors provided for the construction of a
$3.7 million Heart & Vascular Center, the first of its kind in Isabella County.

Throughout the history of CMCH runs one common thread-- the constant involvement of hundreds of
community members. From the dozens who raised funds enabling CMCH to open in 1943, to the hundreds
whose names appear throughout the records of the Hospital to this day, both as donors and as volunteers,
Central Michigan Community Hospital has always been and will continue to be sustained by the efforts of a
dedicated community.

The annual “Make A Memory”
holiday ornament program will
feature four different ornaments
this year, as well as ornament
stands.  Quantities are limited.
Watch for ordering information in
early October.

The first Live Well Weekend event
(May 20-21) was a success!  The
weekend featured keynote speaker
Helen Phillips, winner of “The
Biggest Loser,” Season 7, the 10th
Annual Run-A-Trail Race, and a
variety of wellness classes. More
than $2,800 was raised to benefit
Wellness Central Fitness.
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CMCH Foundation 
Has Moved! 

CMCH Foundation is now
located at the hospital, 1221
South Drive in Mt. Pleasant.

Phone and fax numbers will
remain the same.
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It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Foundation Connection, a bi-annual
publication of the CMCH Foundation office.  We are excited to share with
you all the wonderful things happening with philanthropy at CMCH and to
give you the opportunity to offer your support.  

In the cover article, you will see that philanthropy has played an enormous
role over the life of our hospital.  From its inception, through major
expansions over the years, the community has always been there to assure
we have a strong, local hospital.  Although we have merged with the larger
McLaren Health System, we continue to be your community hospital.  

As a member of the community and a healthcare consumer, this is
important for you to know.  It means that we are focused on the specific 
health and wellness issues of the communities we serve.  And, it means we 
will be here when you need us; because this is our community too.  

But, as a CMCH donor this is equally important.  Your gift to CMCH, whether restricted or
unrestricted, remains here in our hospital to provide quality, comprehensive care to our
communities. I can assure you, throughout every hospital department there is a fundamental
commitment to honoring the generosity of our donors.  

I hope you enjoy this issue of Foundation Connection.  As always, thank you for your support of
CMCH.  Please don't hesitate to call on me with feedback or questions. I can be reached at
chales@cmch.org.

Cindy Hales
Vice President
Resource Development

Charles E. Anthony Memorial “Zipper” Open celebrates 25 years
Funds raised used to standardize crash carts & defibrillators at CMCH

2011 celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Charles E. Anthony Memorial "Zipper"
Open golf outing.  It was held Thursday, June 9 at both the PohlCat Golf Course 
and Bucks Run Golf Club in Mt. Pleasant.  This charity golf outing benefits Heart &
Vascular services at Central Michigan Community Hospital.

Over the years, the Zipper Open has raised nearly $400,000 for CMCH.  This year,
more than $40,000 was realized in proceeds, which will fund the purchase of ten new,
standardized crash carts, and three new defibrillators for the Hospital.

Every crash cart at CMCH contains items used during emergency resuscitation.
Currently, those items are arranged in a slightly different manner, depending on the
medical unit in which the crash cart is stored.  Some carts also house older
defibrillators in need of upgrading.

Now, thanks to the generosity of our Zipper Open sponsors, donors, and
participants, all crash carts will be arranged identically, making it easier for staff
to find items quickly in an emergency situation.  In addition, older defibrillators
will be replaced with new, biphasic versions, which increase the efficiency of each
shock delivered to a patient in cardiac arrest, while decreasing the risk of shock-
induced cardiac damage.  Finally, two extra crash carts will always be stocked and 
ready to replace any used cart in any unit.

Thank you to all who participated in the 25th Annual Charles E. Anthony Memorial Zipper Open!  
To view the generous 2011 Zipper Open sponsors, visit www.cmch.org/zippersponsors.

Brock Binder, 4, the youngest “zipper” participant in
the 2011 outing, sits with his father, Jim Binder, at the
closing ceremony.  Brock’s zipper scar is a result of
open heart surgery to repair a genetic defect.

Welcome to Foundation Connection!

Donate Online to CMCH!

Visit www.cmch.org/donate
for access to the following:

• Ways to Give
• Online Giving Form
• Print & Mail Giving Form
• CMCH Wish List
• Giving Opportunities

Watch for our annual
year-end mailing in
November for more
information on giving
opportunities and ways to
make a gift, including an 
on-line option!  Supporting
your community hospital is
now easier than ever with
our secure, on-line giving
form.  Check out the link
below for more details...
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When you donate to CMCH, your gifts are at work in our Community.

Thank you to our donors . . . October 2010 through June 2011

OTHER ANNUAL GIFTS (cont.)
Barbara & Fred Stabley
Suzanne Szott
Thompson-Blackmer VFW Ladies Auxiliary 4106   
Adam & Janice Tomasik 
Tami VanMarter   
Cassie Verwey
Jesse & Heather Wezensky   
Anastasia Willette
Amanda Wonsey   
Lavern & Linda Yuncker   
Amy & Eric Zeigler

MEMORIALS & LIVING TRIBUTES

In memory of ...
Blanche Broadbent & Laura Meyer 
by Wesley H. Skinner
Warren Decker by Bonnie VanHorn
Ford Dunevant by Central Michigan Community
Hospital Employees
Mary C. Fortino by Paul Fortino, Jr.
Mary Hafer by The Ralph J. Baughman Family
Curtis ‘Ike’ Hall by Tink, Dinah, David & Kim Hall
Clara Morey by Eric & Lynette Cole, James &
Diane Damitio, Jerry & Judi Degruise, Gina &
Casey Gross, Robert & Mary Ann Mooradian,
Wilma Morey, Rich & Donna Parr, Charles Purtill,
Howard & Chris Slasor, Elizabeth Theisen, Sandra
Welniak, Connie Welniak & John Wilson, Lyle &
Mary Lou Willoughby, Jerry & Cathy Zuker

In honor of ...
Robert Davis by Mindy Kurkowski
Dean Eckersley by John & Debbie Skinner
Kelly Jones, RN by Donald Lyons
Zachary Kanjuparamban, MD by Dorne Davis
Dr. Charles Lilly & Dr. Michael Moutsatson by the
Central Michigan Orthopaedics Staff

IN-KIND GIFTS
Olive Benjey
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Trudy Godde
Jean Hazen
Hearts of Hope-Farwell U.M. Church
Isabella County Commission on Aging
Bette Kinsman
Gerrie Laczek
Larry’s IGA
Mid Michigan Quilters Guild
Mid Michigan Wood Crafters Club
Kathy Schoeder
Laurie Sonley
South Evart Free Methodist Church

CIRCLE OF HOPE (cont.)
Douglas & Dawn Haggart
Donna & David Hinks   
Lee Hobson   
Richard E. Janis   
Jane Johnson   
Janet D. Joslin   
Carole & Lee Kennett   
Marcella J. Kocar   
Thomas & Lois Kromer   
La Senorita Restaurant   
Ethan, Devon & Aaron Leasher
Robert & Amy Madsen
Keith A. Palka   
Richard & Patricia Parfitt   
Donna Poynor   
Steve & Sue Pung   
Mike & Judy Ross   
Shirley & Sherm Rowley   
John & Debbie Skinner
Dick & Carol Smillie   
Mark & Shelly Smith   
Helen Thomas   
Tourist Club of Mt. Pleasant   
Sally & Jack Weisenburger   

OTHER ANNUAL GIFTS
Adriana Anger & Robert Sheahan   
Lois & Vern Austin   
Remedios Baltazar   
Vanda Barker   
Glenna & Leo Beard   
Bob & Lora Beatty
Coyne Oil & Propane   
The Cyr Family
Melissa Farnsworth   
Frank W. Ross CPA PC   
Kirsten Fromer   
Kristin Gould
Roger L. Gutka   
Jeanine Hair
Pamela Hrdlovich   
Janet R. Johnston   
Patricia Judge   
Mindy Kurkowski 
Dolores Lawrence   
Amie Loya   
Donald Lyons
Tara McCarthy   
The McGuirk Families: Chuck & Jennifer
McGuirk, Rick & Julie McGuirk, Sandy (McGuirk)
& Pat Dean   
Tonya Miller
Kimberly & Thad O’Boyle
Mary E. Pickelman   
Gene & Judy Priebe   
Melinda Prout
Cathy Schenkhuizen
Adrienne Snyder

CIRCLE OF MIRACLES
The Coyne Family   
Josie M. (Bittenbender) Glaze   
Miles for Miracles: West Intermediate-Mt.
Pleasant High School-Sacred Heart Academy
Junior High

CIRCLE OF LIFE
Roscoe V. Bittenbender   
Ken and Stephanie Bovee   
CMCH Employees   
CMCH Medical Staff   
CMU PA Class of 2012   
Brian & Kimberly Deans   
Stuart & Sally Huntley   
Isabella Bank
Isabella Bank Corporation - Employees   
Dave & Sue Keilitz   
Dr. Michael Kent & Maxine Klumpp Kent   
Kathy T. Kline, MD & Joseph A. Kline, DVM   
Jerrell Ojeda   
Mark, Kandy, Jerry & Alexander Ojeda   
Ruby Estella Reeves   
Angie & Herman Ruiz, MD   
Bob & Betty Rulong   
Charles & Doris Sherwood   
Dr. Michael & Joan Swirtz   
Richard Verleger   
Zonta Club of Mt. Pleasant   

CIRCLE OF CARE
C & S Sports Center, Inc.   
Mike & Sue Carey   
Janet M. Leineke   
Barbara Marve   
Meijer #69   
Francis J. & Mary Lois Molson   
Melanie Strawn / Bandanachick   
Vision Studio of Performing Arts   

CIRCLE OF HOPE
Alpha Gamma Delta Sorority   
Ambiance Salon & Day Spa   
Dr. Douglas & Karen Batchelder   
Ivor & Joan Bateman   
Beal City National Honor Society   
John M. Caldwell, MD   
Terry & Elinor Carey   
CMU Pre-Audiology Student Organization   
Gaylord & Marilyn Courter   
Audrey M. Cumming   
Ralph Diehl   
Richard & Diane Fleming   
Larry & Kathy Fussman   
Great Lakes Petroleum Transportation, LLC   
Gloria Green   
Norman Gross   
Michael & Donna Hackett   
Lisa Hadden   

For a complete list of donors and designations, visit www.cmch.org/donors
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“A Guide to Planned Giving” booklet now available!
Many of us wish we could do more for the organizations we believe in, but simply don’t have
the cash at our disposal.  Planned gifts (sometimes called deferred gifts) allow a donor to
show their commitment to a cause today, but provide the funding at some point in the future.  

There are many vehicles available for donors to consider,
depending on their current financial situation and the needs of
their heirs.  A planned gift to CMCH could be as easy as providing
for a gift in your will or trust.  Or, it can be a more complex gift
structure, such as a retained life estate or a charitable lead trust.  

Planned gifts can potentially: 
•  Lessen your current tax liability
•  Eliminate capital gains tax
•  Reduce estate and gift taxes 

The newly published "A Guide to Planned Giving" offers an
overview of the more common planned giving instruments,
including a description of how they function and in what situations they have the greatest
donor benefit.  The publication is an excellent tool for donors interested in creating a planned
gift, to take to their attorney or financial advisor.  

While the CMCH Foundation can not provide counsel on the best gift structure for you, we
are pleased to offer this informational booklet for your review.  If you have questions about
how planned gifts work, or how they can benefit CMCH, please contact our office to receive a
copy of "A Guide to Planned Giving."  We can be reached at 989-772-6858 or via email at
cmchfoundation@cmch.org.


